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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-17. 21-23 and 25-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated bv Ueno (US Pub No.: 2002/0037747 A1 ). 

In regard to Claim 1, Ueno teaches of a digital camera (Paragraph 0004) 

comprising: 

an optical system (The photographic lens group includes an optical lens group, 
Paragraph 0010), 

an optoelectric converter (The imaging device 14 acts as an optoelectric 
converter in converting the optical image captured, Paragraph 0025), 
a recording medium (Storage medium 120, Paragraph 0023), 
a display (Image display 28 and LCD display 54, Paragraphs 0027 and 0030), 

and 

a digital signal processor including the capability of displaying a transceiving 
state of data files being transmitted to an external device or being received from an 
external device (Looking at Figure 1, the system control 50 acts as the digital signal . 
processor that displays a transceiving state (state of data being transmitted and 
received) from an external device. The states are shown in Figures 6-9 and the system 
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control circuit 50 is designed to execute the processes shown in Figures 6-9, 
Paragraph 0060). 

With regard to Claim 2, Ueno teaches of the digital camera of claim 1, wherein 
the digital camera further comprises: 

a communication interface capable of transmitting data files to an external device 
and receiving data files from an external device (Interface 128 from Figure 1 is the 
interface capable of transmitting an receiving data file from an external device, 
Paragraphs 0036 and 0037). 

In regard to Claim 3, Ueno teaches of the digital camera of claim 2, wherein the 
digital signal processor includes the capability of displaying an initialization state of the 
communication interface (An initialization ("Communicating") state is displayed on the 
image display 28, Figure 9 and Paragraph 0078). 

Regarding Claim 4, Ueno teaches of the digital camera of claim 1, wherein the 
digital signal processor includes the capability of displaying an electrical connection 
state between the digital camera and an external device as shown in Figure 9, steps 
S805 and S807. 

Regarding Claim 5, Ueno teaches of the digital camera of claim 1, wherein the 
digital signal processor further includes the capability of monitoring the transceiving 
state of data files being transmitted to an external device or being received from an 
external device (See Figure 11). 
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In regard to Claim 6, Ueno teaches of the digital camera of claim 1, wherein the 
external device is a computer (It is possible to transfer the image data from the camera 
to an external device such as a computer, Paragraphs 0004 and 0037). 

With regard to Claim 7, Ueno teaches of the digital camera of claim 1, wherein 
the display is an LCD panel (Both the displays 28 and 54 are LCD displays, 
Paragraphs 0027 and 0030). 

Regarding Claim 8, Ueno teaches of the digital camera of claim 1, wherein the 
recording medium is removable from the camera (The recording medium 120 is 
removable from the camera as shown in Figure 3). 

In regard to Claim 9, Ueno teaches of the digital camera of claim 1, wherein. the 
recording medium comprises solid state memory (Paragraphs 0023 and 0037). 

With regard to Claim 10, Ueno teaches of a digital camera comprising: 
an optical system (The photographic lens group includes an optical lens group, 
Paragraph 0010), 

an optoelectric converter (The imaging device 14 acts as an optoelectric 
converter in converting the optical image captured, Paragraph 0025), 
a recording medium (Storage medium 120, Paragraph 0023), 
a display (Image display 28 and LCD display 54, Paragraphs 0027 and 0030), 

and 

a communication interface capable of transmitting data files to an external device 
and receiving data files from an external device (Interface 128 from Figure 1 is the 
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interface capable of transmitting an receiving data file from an external device, 
Paragraphs 0036 and 0037), and 

a digital signal processor including the capability of displaying an initialization 
state of the communication interface (Looking at Figure 1, the system control 50 acts as 
the digital signal processor that displays a transceiving state (state of data being 
transmitted and received) from an external device. The states are shown in Figures 6-9 
and the system control circuit 50 is designed to execute the processes shown in Figures 
6-9, Paragraph 0060. An initialization ("Communicating") state is displayed on the 
image display 28, Figure 9 and Paragraph 0078). 

In regard to Claim 11, Ueno teaches of the digital camera of claim 10, wherein 
the digital signal processor includes the capability of displaying an electrical connection 
state between the digital camera and an external device as shown in Figure 9, steps 
S805and S807. 

In regard to Claim 12, Ueno teaches of the digital camera of claim 11, wherein 
the digital signal processor further includes the capability of displaying a transceiving 
state of data files being transmitted to an external device or being received from an 
external device (Looking at Figure 1, the system control 50 acts as the digital signal 
processor that displays a transceiving state (state of data being transmitted and 
received) from an external device. The states are shown in Figures 6-9 and the system 
control circuit 50 is designed to execute the processes shown in Figures 6-9, 
Paragraph 0060). 
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Regarding Claim 13, Ueno teaches of the digital camera of claim 10, wherein the 
communication interface is a USB interface (The communication interface can function 
as a USB interface, Paragraph 0037). 

With regard to Claim 14, Ueno teaches of a digital camera comprising: 

a means for creating a digital photograph (The photographic lens group includes 
an optical lens group for capturing an optical image of an object. An imaging device 14 
converts the optical image captured into an electric signal. An A/D converter 16 
converts the analog signal from device 14 into a digital signal, Paragraph 0010), 

a means for storing digital image data (The digital image data can be stored in 
storage medium 120, Paragraph 0023), 

a means for displaying data (The data can be displayed on image display 28, 
Paragraph 0027), and 

a means for displaying a transceiving state of data files being transmitted to an 
external device or being received from an external device (Looking at Figure 1, the 
system control 50 acts as the digital signal processor that displays a transceiving state 
(state of data being transmitted and received) from an external device. The states are 
shown in Figures 6-9 and the system control circuit 50 is designed to execute the 
processes shown in Figures 6-9, Paragraph 0060). 

In regard to Claim 15, Ueno teaches of the digital camera of claim 14, further 
comprising: 
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a means for transmitting data files to an external device and receiving data files 
from an external device (Interface 128 from Figure 1 is the interface capable of 
transmitting an receiving data file from an external device, Paragraphs 0036 and 
0037), and 

a means for displaying an initialization state of the means for transmitting data 
files to an external device and receiving data files from an external device (An 
initialization ("Communicating") state is displayed on the image display 28, Figure 9 
and Paragraph 0078). 

In regard to Claim 16, Ueno teaches of the digital camera of claim 14, wherein 
the digital signal processor includes the capability of displaying an electrical connection 
state between the digital camera and an external device as shown in Figure 9, steps 
S805 and S807. 

Regarding Claim 17, Ueno teaches of a method for monitoring the status of a 
digital camera, the method comprising: 

displaying an initialization state while initializing a communication interface (An 
initialization ("Communicating") state is displayed on the image display 28 while the 
camera is setting up a communication/initialization with an external device, Figure 9 
and Paragraph 0078). 

Regarding Claim 21, Ueno teaches of the method of claim 17, further 
comprising: 
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displaying a transceiving state while transmitting a data file to or from an external 
device (Looking at Figure 1, the system control 50 acts as the digital signal processor 
that displays a transceiving state (state of data being transmitted and received) from an 
external device. The states are shown in Figures 6-9 and the system control circuit 50 is 
designed to execute the processes shown in Figures 6-9, Paragraph 0060). 

With regard to Claim 22, Ueno teaches of the method of claim 21, wherein the 
step of displaying a transceiving state while transmitting a data file to or from an 
external device further comprises: 

determining whether a data file is being transmitted (Figures 6-9 and 11 show the 
determining of whether a data file is being transmitted), and 

displaying a message indicating status of transmission of a data file (Figure 11 
shows a display of the data files being transmitted). 

In regard to Claim 23, Ueno teaches of the method of claim 22, wherein the step 
of displaying a transceiving state while transmitting a data file to or from an external 
device further comprises: 

determining whether initialization of the communication interface is successful 
(Paragraph 0079 teaches that a determination is made as to the completion of 
communication/initialization), 

if initialization of the communication interface is successful (If the communication 
process is completed normally, S523 in Figure 7), proceeding with the step of displaying 
a transceiving state while transmitting a data file to or from an external device (Data is 
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then transmitted and the results of the data being transmitted are displayed on the 
display 28, Figures 6-9 and 11, Paragraphs 0078 and 0099-0102), and 

if initialization of the communication interface is not successful (If the 
communication process is not completed normally, S523 in Figure 7), terminating the 
step of displaying a transceiving state while transmitting a data file to or from an 
external device (If the initialization of the communication interface is not completed 
normally, the contents of the error are displayed on the display screen 28, Figures 6-9 
and Paragraph 0063). 

With regard to Claim 25, Ueno teaches of the method of claim 17, further 
comprising: 

repeating the step of displaying a transceiving state while transmitting a data file 
to or from an external device until an end signal is input (Looking at Figures 6 and 7, 
until the end signal (mode completed S513) is input, the step of displaying a 
transceiving state (state of data being transmitted and received) from an external device 
will be repeated. 

In regard to Claim 26, Ueno teaches of the method of claim 17, further 
comprising: 

displaying an unloaded state after the digital camera is unloaded from an 
external device (The unloaded state is viewed as a state in which communication is not 
possible and the words "Communication Impossible (Device None) is displayed on the 
image display 28, Paragraph 0076). 
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With regard to Claim 27, Ueno teaches of the method of claim 26, wherein the 
step of displaying an unloaded state after the digital camera is unloaded from an 
external device comprises: 

determining whether an unloaded signal is input to the digital camera (If a device 
is not able to communicate with the camera and does not exist (S802), an unloaded 
signal is input to the camera to display the message S807, Figure 9), and 

if an unloaded signal is input, displaying a message indicating unloaded state of 
digital camera (If the unloaded signal is input (no device exists to communicate with the 
camera), S807 is displayed on the camera to indicate the unloaded state, Figure 9). 

Regarding Claim 28, Ueno teaches of the method of claim 27, wherein the step 
of displaying an unloaded state after the digital camera is unloaded from an external 
device comprises: 

determining if the digital camera is disconnected from the external device (S511 
in Figure 6), 

if the digital camera is not disconnected from the external device (No in S11 in 
Figure 6), repeating the step of displaying an unloaded state after the digital camera is 
unloaded from an external device (When No under Mode Completed is selected, the 
steps of Figure 6 repeat again, and at S503 in Figure 6 and at S522 at Figure 7 and 
then at S802 in Figure 9, once the digital camera is unloaded (communication is broken) 
from an external device, S807 is displayed again). 

In regard to Claim 29, Ueno teaches of a method for monitoring the status of a 
digital camera, the method comprising: 
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displaying a transceiving state while transmitting a data file to or from an external 
device (Looking at Figure 1, the system control 50 acts as the digital signal processor 
that displays a transceiving state (state of data being transmitted and received) from an 
external device. The states are shown in Figures 6-9 and the system control circuit 50 is 
designed to execute the processes shown in Figures 6-9, Paragraph 0060). 

With regard to Claim 30, Ueno teaches of the method of claim 29, wherein the 
step of displaying a transceiving state while transmitting a data file to or from an 
external device further comprises: 

determining whether a data file is being transmitted (Figures 6-9 and 1 1 show the 
determining of whether a data file is being transmitted), and 

displaying a message indicating status of transmission of a data file (Figure 11 
shows a display of the data files being transmitted). 

In regard to Claim 31, Ueno teaches of the method of claim 30, wherein the step 
of displaying a transceiving state while transmitting a data file to or from an external 
device further comprises: 

determining whether initialization of a communication interface is successful 
(Paragraph 0079 teaches that a determination is made as to the completion of 
communication/initialization), 

if initialization of the communication interface is successful (If the communication 
process is completed normally, S523 in Figure 7), proceeding with the step of displaying 
a transceiving state while transmitting a data file to or from an external device (Data is 
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then transmitted and the results of the data being transmitted are displayed on the 
display 28, Figures 6-9 and 11, Paragraphs 0078 and 0099-0102), and 

if initialization of the communication interface is not successful (If the 
communication process is not completed normally, S523 in Figure 7), terminating the 
step of displaying a transceiving state while transmitting a data file to or from an 
external device (If the initialization of the communication interface is not completed 
normally, the contents of the error are displayed on the display screen 28, Figures 6-9 
and Paragraph 0063). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 18-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 

over Ueno (US Pub No.: 2002/0037747 A1 ) as applied to Claim 17 above. 



Regarding Claim 18, Ueno teaches of the method of claim 17, wherein the step 
of displaying an initialization state while initializing a communication interface 
comprises: 



Application/Control Number: 10/672,095 Page 13 

Art Unit: 2622 

monitoring a connection between the digital camera and an external device 
(S501 in Figure 6), 

waiting until the connection is complete before proceeding with initialization and 
display of the initialization state (The connection is complete when no error occurs at 
S502, Figure 6. Initialization and display of the initialization state only takes place if 
there is no error), 

initializing the communication interface and displaying a message indicating the 
initializing of the communication interface (An initialization ("Communicating") state is 
displayed on the image display 28 while the camera is setting up a 
communication/initialization with an external device, Figure 9 and Paragraph 0078), 

determining whether the initialization is successful (Paragraph 0079 teaches that 
a determination is made as to the completion of communication/initialization), and 

However, Ueno does no teach that if the initialization succeeds, displaying a 
message indicating the success of the initialization. It would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to display that an electrical 
connection has been made in order to determine that communication/initialization has 
been completed between the two devices because this lets the user know that all data 
was successfully transferred. 

Regarding Claim 19, Ueno teaches of the method of claim 18, wherein the step 
of displaying an initialization state while initializing a communication interface further 
comprises: 
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if the initialization fails, displaying a message indicating the failure of the 
initialization (If the initialization/communication fails, as in S522 is not completed 
normally (S523), the error message is displayed, Paragraph 0063 and Figures 6,7 and 
9). 

With regard to Claim 20, Ueno teaches of the method of claim 18, wherein the 
step of displaying an initialization state while initializing a communication interface 
further comprises: 

if the initialization fails, displaying a message offering guidance to remedy the 
failure (If the initialization/communication fails, as in S522 is not completed normally 
(S523), the contents of the error are displayed, Paragraph 0063 and Figures 6,7 and 
9. The contents of the error can be used as a guidance to remedy the failure). 

Claims 24 and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Ueno (US Pub No.: 2002/0037747 A1 ) as applied to Claims 17.21.22 .29 and 30 
and further in view of Venturino et al. (US Patent No.: 7106375B2) 

Regarding Claims 24 and 32, Ueno teaches of the method of claims 22 and 30, 
wherein the step of displaying a transceiving state while transmitting a data file to or 
from an external device further comprises: 

determining the type of interface (It is inherent that the type of interface in use 
would have to be determined since each device (the camera and the external device) 
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would have a separate interface. Therefore, in order to separate the interface of the 
camera from the external interface, an inherent determination must be made). 

However, Ueno does not teach of displaying a message indicating the type of 
interface being used. Venturino teaches of a camera with a display that indicates the 
type of memory card (interface) being used (304 and 306 in Figures 3 and 6 of 
Venturino). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to incorporate into the teachings of Ueno a display that indicated what type 
of interface (memory card) was in use so that the user can know what data is being 
transmitted since there is more than one device present. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Pritham Prabhakher whose telephone number is 571- 
270-1 128. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (7:30-5:00) Alt Friday's Off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Ometz can be reached on (571)272-7593. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Pritham David Prabhakher 
Patent Examiner 
Pritham.Prabhakher(g)uspto.qov 
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